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open source economic development



open source

(o'pan sors) n. 1.a software development method emphasizing broad
accessibility and ongoing collahoration. 2.a strategic approach focused
on teamwork, mutual benefit, and shared access to knowledge and
hest practices. 3. a means for accelerating economic growth.



working together

“Forces long in the making are transforming [Ann Arbor] and its surrounding area into a hub for start-up companies and venture
capital. Ask most entrepreneurs and venture capitalists why they set up shop in Ann Arbor and you will repeatedly hear two reasons:
the University of Michigan and Ann Arbor SPARK... If trends continue, experts predict Ann Arbor could become a key economic
driver for the state.”

At Ann Arbor SPARK, our immediate goal is to promote economic development in the Ann Arbor region.
But our larger focus is ensuring long-term growth and viability for the entire state of Michigan —
something that can best be achieved through a process we call Open Source Economic Development.

In theory, Open Source is an approach that values results over bureaucracy, rejects partisan
decision making in favor of partnerships, and encourages cross-boundary collaboration.

In practice, Open Source means that we actively share our knowledge, our ideas, our
brands, our programs and our successes with stakeholders and prospective partners
throughout Michigan.

One of the best recent examples of Open Source at work is the Michigan Life Science and Innovation
Center (MLSIC). This new incubator — with the potential to generate hundreds of jobs in the
biosciences — is a collaboration of Ann Arbor SPARK, the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC), Wayne County, academic institutions, private philanthropies, and business leaders.

Another example is the Michigan Pre-Seed Capital Fund, which provides crucial gap funding to
high-tech start-up companies as they near commercial viability. After successfully partnering with the
statewide SmartZone network to secure $8 million from the State of Michigan 21st Century Jobs Fund,
Ann Arbor SPARK rolled the program out to the entire state and is literally sharing the wealth by
administering grants through Michigan’s 12 designated SmartZones.

The point is this: through its commitment to Open Source, Ann Arbor SPARK will continue to grow
businesses in the Ann Arbor region...and help transform Michigan into a national hub of economic activity.





